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doi:10.1053/ejvs.2000.1153,from Machleder’s colleagues at the rheumatology de-
partment at UCLA follows, which, with 562 references, available online at http://www.idealibrary.com on
comprises a textbook within a textbook and makes Angiogenesis in Health and Disease
fascinating reading. Basic Mechanisms and Clinical Applications
In summary, this excellent, relatively inexpensive G. M. Rubanyi, Ed.
volume is an indispensable reference for all those Marcel Dekker, 2000.
involved in the treatment of patients suffering from 552 pages.
upper-limb vascular disease or neurogenic pain arising
The anatomy, structure and function of blood vesselsat the thoracic outlet. Highly recommended.
are the everyday concerns of vascular surgeons. Few
vascular surgeons have a sound grasp of the molecularJ. F. Thompson
mechanisms underlying the formation and re-Exeter, U.K.
modelling of blood vessels. Is this the book that fills
the gap and explains why gene therapy trials of VEGF
are underway in critical limb ischaemia, why re-
doi:10.1053/ejvs.2000.1152, combinant PDGF is effective in healing diabetic ulcers
and other important molecular matters for vascularavailable online at http://www.idealibrary.com on
surgeons?Endovascular Intervention: Basic Concepts and
The book starts with a description of the embryonicTechniques
process of vasculogenesis and assumes that the readerF. J. Criado, Ed.
has a basic knowledge of how growth factors andFutura, 1999.
their receptors function, as well as the downstream190 pages, price $79.00
intracellular signalling mechanisms. The shift from
vasculogenesis to angiogenesis is best described in theThis book represents yet another attempt to provide
only diagram in the introductory chapter. This chapteran up-to-date manual of endovascular practice. It
is followed by a well-illustrated chapter outlining thehas a clear intended readership: those training
mechanisms involved in the development of collateralvascular surgery who want to develop and expand
blood vessel. The third chapter focuses on the majoran endovascular practice. The very surgical approach
growth factor regulating angiogenesis, VEGF (vasculartaken by the editor has resulted in a very didactic
endothelial growth factor). Disappointingly this im-style with technique descriptions that would make
portant chapter has no illustrations. This sets the scenemany vascular radiologists feel uncomfortable. This
for the rest of the book. There are some excellent,is compounded by the majority of the chapters being
informative, well-illustrated chapters, which couldwritten by a single author. The lack of U.S. experience
readily be followed by a novice to the area. Otherwith many new technologies available in Europe is
chapters consist of dense prose, littered with the ab-particularly apparent in the aortic and peripheral
breviations familiar only to those already working instenting sections and may limit the book’s global
the area. Missing is a chapter which overviews howappeal. There is some good basic science in the
transgenic and knock-out gene technology have con-book, particularly the chapter by Julio Palmaz on
tributed to our understanding of angiogenic mech-the physical and biological properties of stents; the
anisms. All of the chapters are well referenced, to atoverview of intravascular ultrasound is also excellent.
least the end of 1998, a real achievement for any book.Some of the chapters are limited by poor quality
Many vascular surgeons will be most interested inradiographs notably the carotid chapter. However,
the final two sections of the book, which are entitledthe quality of the line diagrams is high and they
‘‘Inflammation, would healing, and rheumatoid arth-are well presented and apposite. This book is very
ritis’’ and ‘‘Therapeutic angiogenesis in ischaemia’’.much a how-to-do-it manual and will have a useful
Here there are explanations of the growing array ofrole as a guide for those wanting to adopt a surgical
growth factors likely to be used for improving woundapproach to endoluminal techniques.
healing and stimulating angiogenesis in the heart, legs
and brain. All these chapters are well illustrated andT. Buckenham
provide stimulating reading.Edinburgh, U.K.
This is a great resource book for anyone doing
research in the area of angiogenesis. It is not an angio-
genesis text-book and therefore is likely to have only
limited appeal for the generalist vascular surgeon or
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